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Celebrating 40 years, the Minnesota Arabian Horse Breeders (MAHB) Board, 
Officers and Show Manager work year-round to make each future Fall Festival 
better, and their efforts paid off. In September, both halter and performance 
exhibitors responded favorably, increasing participation by 30%, with close to 
200 horses entered in the United States’ first ever Futurity show.  

“We welcomed competitors, horse owners and those who are new to the breed 
to visit the barns and the show ring to see some of the finest Arabian horses 
in the U.S.,” shares MAHB President, Donna Hentges. “There was quite a bit 
of activity in the barns with so many horses coming and going, that a visitor to 
the barn could literally pull up a chair and watch some of the most beautiful 
Arabians in the world go by.” 

The 3-day event offered over 60 classes in halter and the English, country, 
western and hunter pleasure disciplines, with exciting prize money. It is a highly 
anticipated show for breeders and exhibitors from all over the country who love 
coming to the Fall Fest to compete with the best, all while having fun doing it. 

The Fall Fest is heavily supported, both by its devoted MAHB Members 
and yearly attendees who know it is a proving ground of past years’ auction 
breedings, and a great opportunity to create future champions through the 
annual Stallion Service Auction. Over 100 of the most prolific and champion-
producing stallions in the industry today were up for bid, adding $140,000 to 
future shows.

Part of the annual “fun” is gathering with one another for the very popular 
Minnesota Breeders tradition of feeding the masses at noon—chili on the 
1st day and wild rice soup on the 2nd day of the show—while adding to the 
festivities this year, a cake and cupcakes in acknowledgment of four decades of 
success.

Special honors went to Larry Jerome, who received the Eleanor Hamilton 
Lifetime Achievement Award for his contributions to the club over the years, 
and as always, the show’s volunteers who keep everything running on time and 
smoothly are what bring people back every year while adding new interest. 
They work tirelessly to make the show happen and you can bet they are already 
working on new ideas and improvements to make next year’s show even better! 
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